Bison Quest
Private family Adventure Vacation

*Example Itinerary
6 daysb nights
at Wild Echo Bison Reserve

Because we allow only one group on the Resatva time you are welcomeo help
design your own package. Here is an example of otteeahany possible itineraries for
your 6 dayh night stay although ve can easily adar subtractdaysand/or activities.

Rates are based on the number of people and the amount of time that you atateere.

June/early Julyiswhemu mmer really starts lamdisaétime n
of abundant flowers, a large variety of nesting
birds, deer fawnsand bison calves. Summer §
full fledged in July and August, when the grass
turn gold, the bison calves turn dark brovamd
the days are warm and dry.

Arrival Day : Because the Reserve is about a
to 2 hour drive, wavill plan to pick you up at th
airport between 10am and 3pm. That willgis ||
time to track down luggage take you shoppingjf
for anything that you mighwant Mo nt a
liquor law does not allow us to serve alcohol, o

if you would like to have alcoholic beverag‘"‘ '

Mont a



during your stay, you are welcome to bring them with you. And, since that can be
inconvenient to bring on a plane trip, we will be happyate you to a shop to purchase
what you would like before we leave the ciBecause once we get to the ranch, there
arendét any stores for miles around!

We usually plan on stopping at Madison Buffalo Jump State Park for a picnic
lunch/snack, while we imbduce you tdhe world of the buffalo This Park isa historic
buffalo jump used by the early native people.

Once we arrive at the
ranch, youoll have ti:1
and settle into your homey log
cabirs after our rather bumpy and
dusty ride. Since our BisoQuest
camp is in a fenced area to keep
the bison out, we may find
ourselves surrounded by the herd.

Your first meal will
probably be a Dutch oven
Abuffal oo roast wi t h
vegetables and homemade breads.

We have a variety of foods (one of

our questionaires will be about

your food preferences), but for those of yol
ltdos a |ittle sweeter than beef (with a | ot
your mouth. However, because of the specidlizature of our packages, we can easily
accommodate any other diets or food preferences that you might have including
vegetarian, low fat, heart healthy diets, etc. Just let us kefove you arrive.

Of cour se, one of t he aurefammunmesidenytso B6r e her
whenever ywed®lrle jrempgyi,nto the rancWildtruck ar
Echo bison herd. Unlike domestic cows, bison are on the move most of the time, so it
may take a bit of 4 wheel driving to find thensincet he @A moms o are very U
they come up to the truck to get their share of the -0ated Junior comes right along
with them. There arenot many places you ca
with each other just a stoneds throw away!

One of our goals here at Wild Echo Bison Reserve is to give you a new
appreciation and love for the beauty of our natural world. As wildlife biologists, we have
a number of plant and wildlife studies going on here at the reséfryeu are interested
your first night will be an overview of what those studies are, and find out which you
would like to know moreaboutor even
actually partake in. Whether your intereg
is in photography, birdwatching, flowerg %
or our furry four footed friends, we havjs =
somethingfor everyone. Some of ouff " .
ecological studies invee yellow-bellied A
marmot  behavioral  study,  bisOf S ESEIEIREES - L
behavioral  studies,  Bluebird o SR e G
woodpecker nesting studies, etc.




Day 2 Our day
will start
leisurely and at
your pace. For
those who want
to lounge around
in their cabin or
sit back on the
porch and
recover from jet
lag, you can goji4

t hat
breakfast read
when you are.
The ranch is at
6000 feet andsince many of our guests are coming up sea level, we usually use this first
day as a time to really slow down and soak
at how much noisgou are subjected to in our modern life). Mid morning is often a great
timetojumpi n the 4x4 and wmébl of¢heamrareh, gndbobowd A s how
runs, then return t@ lunch of natural and organic foods that might be comprised of
grilled buffalo burgers, homemade buns, Dutch oven beans, an abundance of fresh
vegetabds and scrumptious Dutch oven desserts!

After lunch,we cantake a journey into the past and experience the ancient purification
rites of the sweat lodgeSweats have been used since the beginning of man for a variety
of purposes including purification, healing, and to symbolize the beginning of a new life.
Besi des, t heydor e | us tydiffereat isweat fodge types a3 thezer e ar e
are groups of people who use them, but ours has been built in traditional Assiniboine
fashion (the Assiniboine people are one of the current Montana tribes). Although we will
share with you some of the traditions didgy Native Americans here in Montana, the
sweat will be uniquely yours.

After the sweat, you will have the opportunity to jump into a pool of clear, cold

artesian spring water (o0k, so we wikl war m
wood fired "hot tub™.)
Evening time at Wil d Echo comes | ate sir

outdoor barbeque dinner (bison steaks are often on the menu, along with homemade
potato salad, chicken or other finger licking good stuff), there is time to $ieiwood

fired fsihasoundt camgfire in the tipi, take an after dirstell, peek in on one

of our wildlife studies, or learn how to make gooey chocolate delights in a Dutch oven.

For those who want to look at the stars (and you will nevesseeany), we drive you up

abovecamp, for some stargazing through our telescope. Or you can load up in the 4
wheel drive truck, ana/enwgivesottheavildiife tiablives a | o0 o k
here. Bears, coyotes, deer, elk, mountiaims andbobcats all live herel t 6 s ki nd of |
Christmasyou never know how many presents youoll



Day 3 For those of you who want

to try your hand at fljishing, this

Is the day to do it. Whether you

chose to float the Missouri River,

or try your hand at a private

stretch of river, there is no finer

fishing anywhere in the world

than Montanads blue r
fisheries. Or you may rather try

one of t he ot her Ar i
available (whiewater
rafting/canoeing or the Gates of
the Mountains Boat Trip). Cost
for the guded fishing trp is
additional but the rafting and
Gates ofthe Mountairs Boat trip
as well as transportation, is
complimentary

For those who would rather spend the day on the Reserve, wéotsawéother activities
we can dive into. Here are some of éproject® that we have ongoing here and we can
do any of them that you and your family decide you have time for.

Cavity Nesting Birds:. We have numerous cavityesting birds here on the Reserve,
including bluebirds, house wrens, chickadees, tree swallows, and nuthattioewill

use artificial nest boxesWe will visit each box and record the bird species using it, how
many young are in the nest, and how fanglthey are.For those of you who come later

in the summer, we will discuss who lived there and look at their nests (the different bird
species use different types of nest material in their box), while we clean out and repair the
boxes for next year.

Bison Behavioral Studies Monitoring
bison behavior is one of our favorite job$
We love spending time watching thg
bison up close a glass oflemonadein
one hand and binoculars in the other wi
a clipboard on our lap, lounging in thf
back of a 4x4 uder a blue Montana sky
and we call it science-! And for the
adventurous ki ds,

over the water tank to get REALLY clos§
to the bison when they come jostling ang
grunting to get their drinksPay attention
to what you see heréafter getting up
close and personal with the bison hers

e cage




