
Bison Quest  Long Weekend 
singles  getaway  

 
*Example Itinerary 

 18-20 June 2010 (3 days/2 nights) 

at Wild Echo Bison Reserve 

 
  Because we allow only one group on the Reserve at a time, during your stay, this 

is your exclusive ranch and you can decide what you would like to do and when you 

would like to do it.  For the time that you are here ï Wild Echo is yours.  Here are some 

ideas of how you might want to spend your 3 day/2 night stay with us.  In early June, this 

area is at its most colorful and is a time of abundant flowers, a large variety of nesting 

birds, and newborn bison calves.  Itôs truly a wonderful time to see Montanaôs high 

country.   

 

Arrival Day : Because the Reserve is about a 1 ½ to 2 

hour drive, we will  plan to pick you up at the airport 

between 10am and 3pm.  That will give us time to track 

down luggage or take you shopping for anything that you 

might want. Because once we get to the ranch, there 

arenôt any stores for miles around! 

 We usually plan on stopping at Madison Buffalo 

Jump State Park for a picnic lunch/snack, while we 

introduce you to some bison history.  This Park is a 

historic buffalo jump used by the early native people. 



 Once we arrive at the 

ranch, youôll have time to 

unpack and settle into your 

homey log cabins after our 

rather bumpy and dusty ride.  

Since our Bison Quest camp is 

in a fenced area to keep the 

bison out, we may find 

ourselves surrounded by the 

herd.  

 Your first meal will 

probably be a Dutch oven 

ñbuffaloò roast with organic 

vegetables and homemade 

breads.  We have a variety of foods (one of our questionnaires will be about your food 

preferences), but for those of you who like beef, youôre going to LOVE bison.  Itôs a little 

sweeter than beef (with a lot less fat and cholesterol) and the roasts just melt in your 

mouth.  We can accommodate other diets that you might have including vegetarian, low 

fat or heart healthy diets.  Just let us know before you arrive. 

 Of course, one of the 

reasons youôre here is to meet our 

famous residents.  So whenever 

youôre ready, weôll jump into the 

ranch truck and go off in search of 

the Wild Echo bison herd.  Unlike 

domestic cows, bison are on the 

move most of the time, so it may 

take a bit of 4 wheel driving to find 

them.  Since the ñmomsò are very 

used to us, they come up to the 

truck to get their share of the oats - 

and Junior comes right along with 

them.  There arenôt many places you can sit and safely watch baby bison play tag with 

each other just a stoneôs throw away! 

 One of our goals here at Wild Echo Bison Reserve is to give you a new 

appreciation and love for the beauty of our natural world.  As wildlife biologists, we have 

a number of plant and wildlife studies going on here at the 

reserve.  Since you will be working with us on some of these 

studies, your first night will be an overview of what those 

studies are, and which ones we will be working on during your 

stay.  Whether your interest is in photography, birdwatching, 

flowers, or our furry four footed friends, we have something for 

everyone.  Some of our ecological studies involve yellow-

bellied marmot behavioral study, bison behavioral studies, 

Bluebird and woodpecker nesting studies, etc.   



Day 2: Weôll start our day with a typical ranch-style breakfast which may feature fresh 

eggs from our chickens, homemade bread, bison sausages, Dutch oven sticky buns, sour 

dough pancakes, or any combination of the above!  The ranch is at 6000 feet (1830m) 

and, since many of our guests are coming up from sea level, weôll keep our activities 

slow paced.  

There are a variety of things that we can do here at Wild Echo ï it just depends on 

how much time you want to spend on your own taking in the peace and tranquility of the 

camp (and it IS peaceful).  But once youôve had enough of the sitting and soaking up the 

peace (if indeed, you can get enough), here are some other possibilities. 

 

Bison Babies: Weôll definitely start our 

day out acquainting you with the Wild 

Echo bison herd.  Weôll jump into the 

ranch truck and go off in search of the 

herd if they havenôt already found us.  

Unlike domestic cows, bison are on the 

move most of the time, so it may take a 

bit of 4 wheel driving to find them.  

Calves are born in May and early June, so 

during that time there is always a chance 

of watching the birth of a calf.  In June, 

the calves are a bright red color and spend a lot of time close to their motherôs side.  

Luckily, since the ñmomsò are very used to us, they come up to the truck to get their 

share of the oats - and Junior comes right along with them.  There arenôt many places you 

can sit and safely watch baby bison play tag with each other just a stoneôs throw away! 

 

Wild Echo Bison Reserve Tour: Weôll all load up in the 4x4 

and head out to tour the ranch.  Weôll drive up to Ravenôs Ridge 

for a great overlook and then ñup on topò to the highest point on 

the ranch.  Weôll be looking for fawns (most mule deer fawns 

are born the week of June 7
th
 or thereabouts), elk, and blue 

grouse, as well as stop and take notes on several nesting boxes 

along the way. 

 

Eco-Walks: We can do as many of these as you wish, any time 

you wish.  Type and variety are only limited by what you want to see and do.  Weôll go 

on a ñnature hikeò at the drop of a hat (better yet, put one on.  Sun is intense at 6000 feet).  

Here are some of the ñtypesò of eco walks that are most popular: 

 

Flower Walks:  Flowers abound and every week we see 

new waves of flowers, each of the species keyed in to the 

weather, rainfall, and photoperiod.  We are enchanted by 

their sheer abundance and beauty, and love to chatter on 

about their medicinal and food uses, what wildlife 

species eat them, how long they bloom, and how the 

Native Americans used them.  Or you can tell us to hush 


